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BENEFITS
YOU CAN GAIN  
WITH ELD COMPLIANCE IN CANADA — 
Even If You’re Exempt 3
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Background on the Canadian ELD Mandate
On June 12, 2019, Transport Canada officially announced the Canadian ELD Mandate, certifying that all federally regulated 
commercial trucks and bus operators must switch from daily paper logs to logging their Hours of Service (HOS) through Electronic 
Logging Devices (ELDs). These ELDs must be tested and certified for use by an accredited, third-party certification body. 

In addition to recording driver hours, ELDs will also help drivers automatically record critical information, including odometer 
readings and engine power-up diagnostics. Motor carriers that must comply with Canadian regulations will need to select, 

purchase, and install their certified ELDs of choice in their commercial motor vehicles by June 12, 2021.

There are currently four main exemptions under the mandate. Commercial motor vehicles will be exempt from being equipped 
with ELDs if they:

• Are operating under a provincial or territorial permit from an HOS director

• Have a current statutory exemption

• Are subject to a less-than 30-day rental agreement 

• Were manufactured before the year 2000

Nevertheless, all carriers — whether they are exempt from the mandate or not — can benefit from implementing ELD technology 
into their operation. There are three main benefits these carriers can gain for the advantage of their business, back-office teams, 
and drivers.

https://tc.canada.ca/en/road-transportation/electronic-logging-devices/electronic-logging-devices-what-you-need-know
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Here are five ways you can increase retention 
with modern technology:

ELDs keep drivers and assets safer on all fronts  
ELDs offer far more benefits than paper-based HOS logging. Many ELDs have key functionalities that equip 
them as centralized and advanced data hubs. When utilized to their full potential, the data from ELDs enables 
fleet professionals to assign scores based on driving performance on the road. With this data, drivers and fleet 
managers can identify potentially risky behavior and then use that visibility to address any issues head-on with 
advanced training. They can also offer incentive programs for drivers who show improvement.

Not only can this data positively impact future driver performance, but it can also provide industry leaders with 
end-to-end insight into how well vehicles and drivers are performing over time. With a set amount of driving time 
every day, fleet professionals — from drivers to managers — must make the most effective use of every route path 
and driver schedule. With comprehensive data and better visibility brought forth by robust electronic logging 
technology, efficiency is made easier.
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ELDs help eliminate unnecessary manual tasks and errors
Paper-based logs are not only bad for the environment — they cost drivers 
and back-office teams substantial time they could be devoting to other 
pertinent tasks. What’s more, relying on manual HOS entry through paper logs 
is a seemingly harmless way to make significant, clerical mistakes that could 
negatively affect your compliance standing and driver safety scores.

Eliminating tedious, manual paperwork enables drivers to be more efficient and 
productive during their routes. Further, electronic logging technology greatly 
helps your back-office teams easily keep track of data and monitor driving 
behavior in near real-time — which is what they’d probably rather be devoting 
their time to instead of tedious, manual logging.
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Additionally, requiring drivers to limit their maximum number of daily hours better ensures that they can 
avoid more hazardous issues — such as roadside accidents — that have historically increased as a result of 
demanding driving conditions that leave truckers overly fatigued and deprived of sleep. 

On the compliance front, companies operating in Canada can be even safer, given that only accredited 
third-parties are permitted to certify ELDs as compliant with government regulations. With objective 
and accredited certification officials, there is less room for self-certification errors and antiquated ELD 
technology not in line with regulatory standards. Having a unified approach to certifying ELDs ensures that 
all carriers operating in Canada are on a level playing field on the regulatory front. While exempt carriers 
may not have to worry about ELD compliance, they can still use robust electronic logging to remain in the 
know on other potential violations.

ELDs automatically record:

• Date

• Time

• Location information

• Engine hours

• Vehicle distance

• Driver, authenticated user, 
vehicle, and motor carrier 
identification information

Think of all the time you 
could save by switching from 
entering this information on 
paper logs to ELDs.

DID YOU KNOW

https://www.ccmta.ca/en/canadian-eld-standard/canadian-eld-standard-faq-s
https://www.ccmta.ca/en/canadian-eld-standard/canadian-eld-standard-faq-s
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ELDs provide significant cost-savings benefits  
While ELDs are an investment in the short run, they pay for themselves — and more — with the substantial cost-
benefits they bring to your operation in the long run. 

As previously mentioned, fleet managers and back-office teams can gain data insights from ELDs to make the 
most effective use of driver time and ensure maximum productivity. In addition to being an operational and time-
saving benefit, this visibility can greatly help industry leaders control their operating costs. 

Company leaders can utilize ELDs to save the most on:

• Fuel use, which can be considerably reduced with enhanced insight 
into idling times provided by robust ELDs

• Non-compliance fees brought on by unknown violations

• Unnecessarily wasted driving time that comes with inefficient routing and scheduling    

Additionally, the safety benefits and reduction of manual processes also equate to maximized savings. With driver 
coaching, your teams can better prevent large- and small-scale accidents and save on litigation costs, higher 
insurance premiums, and potential customer losses that accompany poor reputation management. Significantly 
reducing manual processes and helping your teams devote their time to other imperative tasks, like customer 
service and driver training, warrants you to make the most of your teams and for your teams to make the most of 
their skills, ensuring the most time to value for optimal business profit.
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Prepare your fleet for success in Canada and beyond
Despite the pandemic and the extenuating circumstances surrounding it, the Canadian ELD Mandate is still slated to go into effect 
on June 12, 2021, as initially scheduled. 

You can certify your fleet is well-equipped for success before then. Get in touch with an Omnitracs ELD specialist to learn more 
about how you can leverage fully compliant ELDs from one of the most trusted HOS solutions’ provider. 

You can also regularly check in to Transport Canada’s ELD webpage for all necessary updates on the Canadian ELD Mandate.

https://www.omnitracs.com/contact-us
https://tc.canada.ca/en/road-transportation/electronic-logging-devices/electronic-logging-devices-what-you-need-know

